
TS07 Runway 18 L-881 PAPI 



L-881 PAPI Glide Path 

Depictions



Caveat in PAPI Advisory Circular (AC) that allows 

for deviation from standard Siting Protocols:

**While we did our best to adhere to as many FAA recommendations as 

published in PAPI-related AC’s throughout the installation of this system, it 

is important to note that the respective AC’s are only mandatory for 

airports that utilize federal money!



Dry Creek’s Rwy 18 on-glideslope PAPI setting of 3.65 degrees 

equates to a TCH 

(actual Threshold, NOT the Displaced Threshold) of 34’ AGL



Why is this thing so sensitive?
• Let’s say you’re perfectly centered in the cone as you come down the glide 

path with a red / white indication.  Listed below are the calculated MSL
altitudes for the center of the glide path at various ranges, along with how 
many feet of deviation (high or low) that it would take to be looking at a 
“high” indication of white / white, or a “low” indication of red / red:
– 5.6 nm (KREEC – the Final App. Fix on our GPS App.): 2,327’ MSL, ± 150’

– 3.0 nm: 1,320’ MSL, ± 80’

– 2.0 nm (WOTPU – our GPS Approach step-down Fix):  932’ MSL, ± 54’

– 1.0 nm: 545’ MSL,  ± 27’

– 0.5 nm: 351’ MSL, ± 14’

– 903 ft (dist. from Power Pole on NE corner to PAPI): 212’ MSL, ± 4’
• PS: If you’re looking at red / white as you pass this power pole, you are clearing it by at 

least 14’ vertically, and are of course also clearing it laterally provided you are on 
centerline

– 487 ft (dist. from Threshold to PAPI): 186’ MSL, ± 2.5’

Bottom Line: once you’re slightly inside of ½ mile from touchdown, all 
it takes is 10’ or less deviation from glide path to be looking at white / 

white or red / red – that’s how sensitive and precise this thing is!



Caution:

• Don’t let the PAPI distract you after you’ve got 

the runway made.  Once you’ve cleared the 

power pole, simply look out the window and 

concentrate on landing.. . .  ☺




